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Education Buzz Words, Concepts, and Other Troubling Terminology

Glossary

Authentic Text – (concept) using real literature and trade books as part of an instructional reading program, rather than something that was written for the program. 

Benefits: authentic text tends to be more engaging, captivating, and motivating for students. Additionally, students practice and experience reading real stories and books, which builds reading confidence, vocabulary, and reading comprehension skills.


Scholastic products: Guided Reading, Marilyn Burns, Go the Distance.

Automaticity- (skill) the ability to effortlessly complete a tasks without consciously thinking through the step-by-step process for completing a task. When a new skill is learned, one needs to focus on the process for accomplishing the task at hand. This takes up cognitive memory. Once a new skill is mastered, one becomes fluent and no longer needs to consciously think while completing the task. 

The reading process involves two separate but highly interrelated areas – word recognition and comprehension. When word recognition is automatic, all mental energy and focus can be directed to comprehension. If the opposite is true, then the reader concentrates on sounding out or trying to recognize the word without having the mental capacity to focus on meaning, weakening comprehension. 

So what’s the difference between “automaticity” and “fluency”? Automaticity is fast, accurate and effortless word identification at the single word level. The speed and accuracy at which single words are identified is the best predictor of comprehension. Fluency, on the other hand, involves not only automatic word identification but also the application of appropriate prosodic features (rhythm, intonation, and phrasing) at the phrase, sentence, and text levels.
Scholastic products: Fluency Formula
Biliteracy – (skill) being literate in two or more languages. To be biliterate has a stronger and more specified connotation than the claim of being simply bilingual. This is because with the change of the term from 'lingual' to 'literate' and the concept of reading and writing, which are in addition to simply speaking. In bilingualism the extent of fluency in each language is in question. One can be anywhere on the spectrum from comfortable oral communication in certain social contexts to fluency in speaking, reading and writing. With the term biliteracy, however, it is understood that fluency in both reading and writing are present.
Scholastic products: Zip Zoom English, SECP, Book Time
Content Area Reading – (practice) it is in fourth grade when students are expected to move from learning to read to reading to learn. It is then when they are presented with texts about content areas, and are expected to build their knowledge base about topics in subjects such as science and social studies. If a student hasn’t mastered basic reading, he or she will struggle with content area reading, as the vocabulary is often new and the concepts, challenging. In the U.S., teachers in the content areas are now being trained on teaching reading and reading comprehension strategies, something that they weren’t expected to do in the past. Additionally, reading teachers are now doing more topical reading about science, math, and social studies so that students can build vocabulary and background knowledge while simultaneously improving their reading skills.
Benefits: students build vocabulary and knowledge base while becoming fluent, strategic readers.
Scholastic products: Buzz About It, Guided Reading Content Areas, Action
Decodable Readers- (thing, product type) books that provide students with reading practice on phonics skills they have just been taught. After learning certain sound-letter correspondence, students should practice those skills in the context of real reading. Decodable readers do just that. 

Benefits: students build fluency and mastery of new phonics skills, enabling them to move on to more challenging skills. 
Scholastic products: BOB Books, Scholastic Decodable Readers 

Differentiated Instruction (concept, practice) – adapting instruction to meet the needs of the individual learner. Students have different learning styles and proficiency levels. The best teachers individualize instruction to meet students’ unique needs, proficiency levels, and strengths and weaknesses.
Benefits: When students are challenged and instructed at a level and manner that is within their comfort zone, they become confident learner and are more likely to excel.
Scholastic products: Guided Reading, Sprint, Trio
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) – an assessment that has a child read a benchmark book to a teacher and then retell the story. The teacher then scores the child on a range of skills, such as accuracy of reading, comprehension, and fluency (ease of reading and use of expression). For example, in retelling the story the teacher would note if your child mentioned all the characters, called them by name, and said something each did in the story. As with other assessment tools, DRA matches children to an appropriate level of text difficulty. This system starts with level A, for the easiest books, and then switches to numeric levels, running from 1 to 80.
English as a Foreign Language (EFL) – The practice of teaching or learning the English language as a non-native speaker. 

English Language Acquisition (ELA) – The practice of teaching or learning English. 

English Language Learner (ELL) – a student who is learning English as a non-native speaker. 
English Language Teaching (ELT) – The practice of teaching the English language to non-native speakers.

English as a Second Language (ESL) – The practice of teaching or learning English as a second language. 

Guided Reading Level (GRL) – A reading proficiency level that is determined by a one-on-one assessment with a teacher. The student reads from a benchmark book (one considered standard for the grade) and may also be asked to answer questions about the text or retell the story. The teacher may use a Reading Record to calculate any oral reading mistakes and to help determine a suitable guided reading level and books for the child. The teacher is looking for the highest level book the child can read with 90% to 95% accuracy and with at least 70% comprehension. Practically speaking, that means the child doesn’t miss more than 10 out of every 100 words. For comprehension, it means the child doesn’t miss more than 7 out of 10 questions. After determining a child’s level (under GRL, books run from A to Z, with A being easiest) the teacher will place him or her in a group with other children who are at the same level. The teacher then provides instruction based on observations and teaches reading strategies geared to take students to the next level of difficulty -- but children move at their own pace. 

Scholastic products: Guided Reading, Leveled Bookroom

Grammar Usage and Mechanics (GUM) – (skill, practice) the teaching and learning of using proper grammar and punctuation skills in writing. In writing there are “craft” skills and there are “GUM” skills. Craft includes voice, tone, and character; whereas, GUM focuses on the technical side of writing, such as punctuation, subject-verb correspondence, and spelling.
Guided Reading – (practice) an instructional approach the develops students’ reading strategies and moves them toward independent reading and fluency through small-group teacher led instruction with students who are alike in reading abilities.


Benefits – students receive personalized instruction when and where they need it; effectively raises students’ reading level; students become confident, strategic readers


Scholastic products – Guided Reading (GR) Content Area, GR Fiction, GR Nonfiction
Hi-Lo – This refers to “high-interest/low-level” or readings that are age-appropriate and motivating. Books that are written for older readers with low reading proficiency or English language skills.


Benefits: students are motivated to read; low-level readers experience success, build fluency and vocabulary, and become better readers


Scholastic products: Action, Sprint, Lexile Libraries

Inclusion – (practice) a practice whereby special education students are placed in general education classrooms with special accommodations to meet their needs. 
Intervention – (practice) identifying students who are performing well below grade level in skills such as reading or math, and providing them with special, intensive instruction. The aim is to teach the missing and necessary skills and accelerating their learning to get them back on track.
Benefits: students receive instruction that addresses their learning gaps and gets them back on track, boosts confidence, accelerates learning


Scholastic products: READ 180, FX Books, Action, Sprint

Leveled Reading – (concept) identifying text difficulty and student reading level and matching them appropriately. Providing students with books that are at a specific level so that they can achieve specific instructional goals.

Scholastic products: Guided Reading, Action, Trio

Lexile – A Lexile is a single measure that can indicate both the level of text and the level of the reader — think of it as a thermometer for reading. When you assess a child's reading, or take a "reading temperature," you are better able to match the reader to text. Lexile levels are determined by analyzing the semantic difficulty (frequency of a word) and the syntactic complexity (length of sentence) to determine level of text.
Phonemic Awareness –(skill) pre-reading activities that make young learners aware of the sounds of their language, and that letters represent sounds.
Scholastic products: ReadingLine: Sound and Letter, SECP, Sound & Letter Time
Phonics – (skill) refers to an instructional design for teaching children to read. Phonics involves teaching children to connect sounds with letters or groups of letters (e.g., that the sound /k/ can be represented by c, k, or ck spellings). 


Scholastic products: Phonics Readers, Interactive Phonics Readers, ReadingLine Phonics

Portfolio Assessment – (practice) a portfolio is a purposeful collection of student work that exhibits the student's efforts, progress, and achievements in one or more areas of the curriculum. The collection must include such things as, student participation in selecting contents, criteria for selection, criteria for judging merits, evidence of a student's self-reflection. It should represent a collection of students' best work or best efforts, student-selected samples of work experiences related to outcomes being assessed, and documents according growth and development toward mastering identified outcomes.
Benefits: encourages self-directed learning, learning about learning, and it demonstrates a range of skills and understandings

Pullout – (practice) a learning environment or instructional period that is designed for students who need special attention or instruction away from mainstream peers. For instance, READ 180 is a reading intervention program that is designed for a pullout environment. 
Scholastic programs: READ 180, Zip Zoom (although not always)

Push In – (practice) providing special instruction or support to students who need it by delivering it to them in general education classrooms, rather than pulling them out and delivering it to them separately. 

Scaffolding – (practice) providing a level of instructional support for students to help them grasp the educational task at hand. For instance, after introducing students a new vocabulary word, the teacher could use it in a sentence before asking the students to come up with sentences on their own. Some students will need more “scaffolding” than others to grasp certain new concepts. 

Striving Readers - Striving Readers is a discretionary federal grant program authorized for the first time in the fiscal year 2005 education budget. Striving Readers is aimed at improving the reading skills of middle and high school aged students who are reading below grade level. Since this funding was authorized, the term has become more widely used to describe “struggling readers” or those who are reading below proficiency levels.

Struggling Readers – students who are reading well below proficiency level.
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