
Powerful Vocabulary 
for Reading Success

A research-based instruction 
program that improves reading 
comprehension through 
direct instruction in word 
meaning and strategies 
to learn words independently

Aligns with State Standards 

and No Child Left Behind 

for Vocabulary Development

Each Lesson Provides:

 A balance between instruction and independent student practice

 An easy-to-follow format — fi fteen minutes a day

 Vocabulary that is aligned with No Child Left Behind and correlated to state and national tests Vocabulary that is aligned with No Child Left Behind and correlated to state and national tests

 Strategies that teach students to use reasoning to learn new words independently

What’s Included:

 Student Workbooks for Grades 3-6

 Comprehensive Teacher’s Edition for each grade

Cathy Collins Block, PhD 
and John N. Mangieri, PhD



A vocabulary instruction program that moves beyond list learning 

An Effective Lesson Structure 
that is Flexible and Easy-to-Manage

Each Powerful Vocabulary lesson takes only fi fteen minutes, 

and the lessons can be used fl exibly—one or more lessons 

can be taught each day or spread out over multiple days. The 

lessons can function as a complete instructional program or 

they can supplement an existing curriculum.  

Lesson workbooks are arranged in chapters that 

move students sequentially through the different phases 

of vocabulary building:

Chapter 1 Context Clues 
Students use syntax and context to determine word meaning.

Chapter 2 Words & Their Parts 
Students use their knowledge of prefi xes, suffi xes, and roots to 
determine word meaning.

Chapter 3 Content Words 
Students learn the meaning of content words.  

Chapter 4 Words & Their Histories
Students use their knowledge of word origins and derivatives to 
determine word meaning, and learn about homophones, fi gurative 
language, and idioms.

Powerful, robust vocabulary instruction is essential 

to success in reading.  Research shows that direct 

instruction in word meaning combined with

instruction in strategies to learn words independently 

can signifi cantly improve reading comprehension.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success 

uses this two-pronged approach to deliver:

Strategies to Ensure Vocabulary Learning Beyond a List: 
Each lesson teaches students techniques to learn the 
meaning of new words. The lessons provide extensive coach-
ing in using context clues, understanding word parts, 
making associations, seeing word patterns, and using semantic 
mapping and other strategies to decipher word meaning.

A Variety of Instructional and Practice Exercises:
Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success provides a range Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success provides a range Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success
of learning experiences, including reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening in partner, small-group, and independent work settings. 

Multiple Exposures to Important Words:  
Students benefi t from multiple opportunities to learn targeted 
words. The lessons allow all students, including English language 
learners, to encounter and use each vocabulary word at least 
seven times—a repetition threshold that is supported by research.

Improved Reading Achievement and Test Scores: 
Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success builds vocabulary, 
leading to improvements in reading comprehension, oral 
communications, and writing ability.  The program helps raise 
test scores by teaching words that are found on national 
and state tests.  



A vocabulary instruction program that moves beyond list learning 

Award-Winning Authors

Cathy Collins Block, PhD
Dr. Block, co-author of Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success,
 has been on the Graduate Faculty of Texas Christian University 
since 1977. She is the author of several books and has written more 
than 90 articles for professional journals.  Dr. Block serves on standing 
committees for the American Educational Research Association, 
International Reading Association, National Council for Excellence in 
Thinking Instruction, and National Reading Conference.

John N. Mangieri, PhD
Dr. Mangieri, a Fulbright Scholar and co-author of Powerful Vocabulary 
for Reading Success, presently serves as the Director of the Institute 
for Literacy Enhancement.  He is the author/co-author of 87 professional 
articles and books.  He has served as the Chairman of the Reading 
Department at the University of South Carolina and as Dean of the School 
of Education at Texas Christian University.

Program Components

Student Workbooks
Student Workbooks for grades 3-6 include 26 lessons divided into four 
chapters. The lessons are fi lled with high-interest nonfi ction and fi ction 
selections and engaging activities. 

Each lesson includes:
Word-learning tips

Vocabulary-building strategies 

 Application exercises 

 Assessments

 Follow-up reading and writing activities

Teacher’s Edition
Comprehensive Teacher’s Editions for grades 3-6 include:

  26 scaffolded lesson plans with a modeling segment, think-alouds,  
 strategies for English language learners, independent student 
 activities, and assessment guides

 Reproducible fl ashcards for independent practice of each word 

 Graphic organizers on transparencies for instant whole-class 
 modeling of key strategies

 Review of the latest research on vocabulary instruction

 Complete answer key and glossary of all words and defi nition used 

 in the Student Workbooks

 Ongoing Mystery-Word-of-the-Week learning game



Find out more through our website:
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/powerfulvocabulary/ 128608

TITLE  ISBN QTY   PRICE TOTAL

   Grade 3 Student Workbook 0-439-64045-8     $8.70 
Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64046-6   $14.99 

 10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64044-X   $101.99 
 30 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-79052-2   $275.99 

   Grade 4 Student Workbook 0-439-64051-2   $8.70 
Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64052-0   $14.99 

 10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64050-4   $101.99 
 30 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-79053-0   $275.99 

   Grade 5 Student Workbook 0-439-64056-3   $8.70 
Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64057-1   $14.99 

 10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64055-5   $101.99 
 30 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-79054-9   $275.99 

   Grade 6 Student Workbook 0-439-64061-X   $8.70
Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64062-8   $14.99

 10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64060-1   $101.99
 30 Copies + Teacher’s Edition 0-439-79055-7   $275.99

      TOTAL




