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Teachers Nationwide Say…

� they want a program based on the latest research.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success builds important 
vocabulary skills and strategies by providing lessons 
founded on research-based vocabulary practices.

� they want a balance between explicit instruction and 

independent practice.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success combines teacher-
directed instruction—including explicit Think-Alouds—with 
independent purposeful practice.

� they want a program that is easy to manage.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success provides easy-to-
follow lessons that allow students to achieve success in 
just fifteen minutes a day.  A five-day and three-day 
planner chart help teachers customize instruction to fit 
their busy schedules.

� they want a program that prepares their students for 

high-stakes tests.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success prepares students 
for high-stakes tests through the study of academic vocabu-
lary that is highly correlated to state and national tests, and
it includes test-like assessments.

� they want the words students learn to be important and 

highly useful.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success exposes students 
to high-frequency, generalizable academic words that 
cross disciplines and boost reading comprehension and
achievement.

� they want vocabulary instruction that goes beyond 

mastering words on a list.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success helps students 
master the vocabulary strategies they need to learn hun-
dreds of words independently.

Accelerate 
Vocabulary Growth

Powerful, robust vocabulary instruction is a key catalyst for 
students’ success in reading.  Research shows that direct
instruction in word meanings combined with strategies to learn
words independently can significantly improve reading com-
prehension and achievement (Beck, McKeown, 2002; Carver,
1995; Nagy and Herman, 1987).  Powerful Vocabulary for
Reading Success provides this key component of instruction 
on a daily basis.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success
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Here’s a Research-Based 
Instructional Program That Does It All
Strategies That Ensure Vocabulary Learning Beyond a List
Built into each grade-level lesson are research-based vocabulary 
strategies that provide practice and mastery in using context clues,
understanding word parts, making associations, seeing word patterns,
using semantic mapping, and other strategies designed to expand 
students’ vocabulary.

When students study the words on a list, they learn not only those
words but the strategies they need to learn the meaning of other 
like words they encounter in their reading.

A Variety of Instructional and Practice Exercises
Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success provides a range of 
experiences including reading, writing, and speaking and listening.  
It provides a variety of learning situations in which students can work,
including partner, small-group, and independent work.

Multiple Exposure to Important Words
In addition to variety, students benefit from multiple opportunities to inter-
act with targeted words and their definitions.  Meaningful activities enable
all students, including English Language Learners, to encounter and use
each vocabulary word at least seven times (number supported by research),
reinforcing their understanding and ensuring long-term retention.

Improved Reading Achievement and Better Test Scores
Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success accelerates vocabulary
growth, leading to improved reading comprehension, oral communica-
tion, increased writing ability, and improved overall achievement.  The
program helps raise test scores through instruction of robust academic
and content-area words that are found on national and state tests.

Award-Winning
Authors

“The best way for students to learn and retain new
vocabulary is not by memorizing definitions, but rather
by using new words repeatedly in interesting and
thought-provoking contexts.”

Cathy Collins Block, PhD



High Utility Words

The program includes vocabulary
words selected from widely refer-
enced English word lists including
the Harrison-Jacobson, Francis
Kucera, Dolch, and Fry Basic
Words of the English Language.

Research shows that students should be 
taught words that they encounter often in print.
The National Reading Panel (NRP, 2000) reports
that the more thoroughly students learn high
utility words, the better they will be able 
to comprehend text that contains these or 
similar words.

Student mastery of these words is
reinforced as they see these words
in print.

Since the words are characteristic
of a core set of word families, the
learning of one word unlocks the
meaning of many other new words.

Multiple Exposures to

Words and Meanings

Each lesson teaches word meanings
incrementally and repeatedly.
Students apply each new vocabu-
lary word at least seven times,
ensuring mastery of new words.

Studies show that for students to understand a
word’s meaning, they must experience rich, effec-
tive instruction around the word (Beck, McKeown 
& Kucan, 2002; Block 2004).

Students retain newly taught
words because they understand
their meaning and have had the
requisite number of exposures to
the word to insure mastery.

Combined Instruction

of Word Learning

Principles and

Vocabulary-Building

Strategies

The program teaches word 
learning principles and vocabulary-
building strategies together in
every lesson.

Students who are taught word-learning principles
and vocabulary-building strategies together
increase their vocabulary more rapidly than when
they learn only either one word learning principle
or one vocabulary-building strategy a week (Block
and Mangieri, 1995/6).

Students increase their vocabulary
more rapidly. Students develop
word consciousness, including the
ability to think independently about
words and use them in meaningful
contexts in their school and out-
side experiences with text. Thus
vocabulary learning becomes an
on-going process.

Multi-Modal

Instruction

Lessons and activities are 
presented across several 
learning modalities. Students 
have the opportunity to use words
in meaningful ways—through
reading, listening, speaking writing,
dramatizing, and illustrating.

The National Reading Panel (2000) reported that
dependence on a single vocabulary method, such
as visual, auditory or tactile will not result in opti-
mal vocabulary growth. For maximum learning to
result, students must receive multi-modality sensi-
tive instruction. This finding holds true, especially
for the development of English vocabulary in
English Language Learners, as reported by the
Center for Research of the Education of Students
Placed at Risk (August 2004)

All students, regardless of 
learning modality preference, 
are able to benefit.

Think Alouds

Each lesson in the Teacher’s
Edition presents Think Alouds.

Think alouds research has demonstrated that they
are one of the best methods of mentoring students
into understanding the meanings of words, strate-
gies to use, and word learning principles (Block &
Israel, 2004; Galda, 1998). Students learn to fill gaps
in knowledge with text-bound inferring, resulting in
increased metacognition, and ability to monitor
their own learning during independent reading.
(Block & Israel, 2002); Baumann, 1992; Seifert-
Kessel & Jones, 1992; Payne & Manning, 1992)

Makes the word-learning process
visible and explicit.

Context-Based

Vocabulary Instruction

Every lesson teaches words 
in context so that vocabulary 
and comprehension are built 
simultaneously.

Research findings consistently show that 
vocabulary instruction is most effective when
learners receive both definitional and contextual
information (Stahl, 1998).

Content-based instruction
improves reading comprehension
as well as students’ positive atti-
tude towards reading.

As students learn more words,
their reading abilities advance to
higher levels.

FEATURE DESCRIPTION RESEARCH-BASE BENEFITS

“The research shows what
works, and we have used that
research to build a program
that works for all students.”

John Mangieri, PhD

A Powerful Program Based
on the Latest Research

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success
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A Flexible and 

Easy-to-Manage Program

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success is flexible, enabling teachers to
use the program as a complete independent vocabulary program in grades
3-6 or as a supplement to the school’s current reading program. 

Each lesson section takes approximately fifteen minutes to complete. One
or more sections may be taught each day, spread out over the week, or
used flexibly to accommodate scheduling and curriculum requirements.

Standards Connection

Students use knowledge of word parts 
(prefixes, suffixes, roots, compound words,
related words) to determine the meaning 
of unfamiliar words.

Standards Connection

Students determine the meaning of 
content words.

Standards Connection

Students use syntax and context clues to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

CHAPTER 1:
CONTEXT CLUES

CHAPTER 2:
WORDS & THEIR PARTS

CHAPTER 3:
CONTENT WORDS

An Effective Program Structure

Each Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success student book contains 
four chapters with effective and easy-to-use lessons.  The lessons help 
students learn important words and develop the skills they need to meet
state standards and do well on standardized tests.

CHAPTER 4:
WORDS & THEIR HISTORIES

Standards Connection

Students use knowledge of word origins 
and derivatives to determine the meaning 
of unfamiliar words.

Students determine the meaning of homo-
phones and commonly confused words.

Students determine the meaning of figurative 
language and idioms.

Grades 3–6
Aligns to State Standards
and No Child Left Behind
for Vocabulary Development.



Student Materials that
Teach Students Impo

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success

Chapter 1:  Context Clues

Where Do the Vocabulary Words Come From?

The vocabulary words students learn in this chapter are
ones they are expected to know at each grade level as
identified by lists such as the Harris-Jacobson and Francis
Kucera word lists.

How Are the Word Lists Organized?

Words are organized by parts of speech, multiple-meaning
words, synonyms, and antonyms.

What Strategy Do Students Apply to Determine 

Their Meaning?

Students learn to use context clues to determine the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

All of the vocabulary words to learn in
this lesson are verbs.

Students learn an important tip about
verbs that will help them learn new
words.

Students learn to use context clues to
find the meaning of unfamiliar words.

After students use context clues to deter-
mine word meaning, they reinforce their
new knowledge by connecting each
word to its definition.

Each lesson introduces ten to fifteen
new vocabulary words.

Students read
high-interest,

engaging 
passages.

All words appear in boldface in a high-
interest story.  Students use context
clues to determine their meaning.



rtant Word-Learning Strategies

All of the vocabulary words to learn in
this lesson have the same targeted word
parts—in this case, prefixes.

Students learn what prefixes are 
and an important principle that will 
help them learn new words with 
these prefixes.

Students learn to use their knowledge 
of prefixes to determine the meaning 
of unfamiliar words.

Students sort vocabulary words to place
them on the correct branch of the graphic
organizer prefix tree.

Chapter 2:  Words and Their Parts

Where Do the Words Come From?

The vocabulary words in this chapter are more challeng-
ing than in Chapter 1.  They are at a higher grade level
than indicated by the Harris-Jacobson or Francis Kucera
word lists.  Students can use their knowledge of word
parts to determine an unfamiliar word’s meaning.

How Are the Word Lists Organized?

Vocabulary words are organized by prefixes, suffixes,
roots, compound words, and related words.

What Strategy Do Students Apply to Determine 

Their Meaning?

Students use their knowledge of word parts to determine
the meaning of unfamiliar words.

5



Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success

Student Materials that 
Teach High-Utility 

All of the vocabulary words to learn are
science words.  They are connected to
the topic of space.

Students learn an important principle
about words they encounter in the 
content area.

Students learn to make connections
between the big idea or subject they are
reading about and the unknown word to
determine its meaning.

Chapter 3:  Content Words

Where Do the Words Come From?

The vocabulary words in this chapter include content-area
words that are likely to be assessed on standardized and
state achievement tests.  The McRel lists, Fry’s Basic Words
of the English Language, and actual textbooks were used
as references for the words selected.

How Are the Word Lists Organized?

Vocabulary words are organized by the content areas—
math, science, social studies, geography, and language
arts.  The chapter also contains test-taking words.

What Strategy Do Students Apply to Determine 

Their Meaning?

Students learn to determine the meaning of content
words by thinking about the topic and the relationship of
each unknown word to that topic.

All words appear in boldface in 
context in the type of material students
might read in that content area.

Charts and diagrams further 
enrich students’ understanding of 
content-area words.
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and Academic Words

All of the vocabulary words to learn 
in this lesson derive from Greek and
Latin myths.

Students learn an important principle
about word origins.

Students learn to use their knowledge of
an unknown word’s history to determine
its meaning.

All words appear in boldface in a 
high-interest story that shows new
words used in natural situations.

After reading the story and determining
the meaning of each vocabulary word,
students reinforce their understanding of
how word history affects word meaning.

Chapter 4:  Words & Their Histories

Where Do the Words Come From?

This chapter focuses on words that have interesting 
histories or sounds.  They are derived from lists such 
as the Harrison-Jacobson and Francis Kucera word lists
among others, as well as from standard references texts 
on idioms and word origins.

How Are the Word Lists Organized?

Vocabulary words are organized by word histories, 
homophones, commonly-confused words, and idioms.

What Strategy Do Students Apply to Determine 

Their Meaning?

Students learn to determine a word’s meaning by using a
word’s history as well as spelling and sound clues, and to
create mnemonic devices that have personal meaning.



Student Materials that 
Get Students Thinking About the M
Students Read New Words in High Interest Stories 

Students read passages that connect 
to various content areas.

Students read passages with a 
variety of themes.

Students read passages in a variety of
different formats.

Students read both fiction and nonfiction.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success
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eanings of Words & Learning Them 
Students Learn Definitions While Thinking About Meaning

Students go beyond definitions and 
think about how the words are used.

Students learn how word structure 
is related to meaning.

Independent activities allow students 
to use the words they have learned 
and learn other similar words.

Students connect words to their 
definitions in a variety of ways.

“It is fun to learn the meanings of very long
and unusual words, and the words we 
remember are the words we can use.”

John Mangieri, PhD



Student Materials that
Give Students Multiple Opp

Students Use New Vocabulary Words in Context

Fill in the blank activities allow 
students to see how a word is used.

Students relate words to a theme.

Students answer questions about 
words by drawing on their own lives 
and experiences.

Students see ways to use words in 
both real-world and school settings.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success
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ortunities to Apply New Words
Students Put Words Into Action

Students make associations as 
they sort words.

Students use new words as they write
sentences and longer passages.

Students learn how words can be 
used in a variety of contexts.

Activities address different 
learning modalities.

“The more strategies you use to figure out 
a word, the better you will understand it.”

John Mangieri, PhD



Student Materials that 
Extend Learning and 

Students Review the Words They Have Learned and
Extend Their Knowledge

Students learn how to complete 
word analogies.

Students learn additional new words 
that follow the targeted pattern.

Students develop an understanding 
of important grammatical concepts.

Students learn important aspects of
word play and language development.

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success

Students 
become active word
learners and develop
a consciousness of
words in their own

environment.



Test Mastery

Word analogies.

Fill-in the blank questions.

Matching questions.

Students Check Mastery of the Words They
Have Learned in Standardized Test Formats

Cloze paragraphs.

Questions that test understanding 
that is deeper than mere definitions.

Multiple-choice questions.

A Chinese proverb says, “Give a man a fish and he will
eat for a day.  Teach a man to fish and he will eat for the
rest of his life.”  That’s just what we are doing in Powerful
Vocabulary for Reading Success.  We are giving students
the tools they need to be active word learners for the rest
of their lives."

Cathy Collins Block, PhD
13



Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success offers teachers rich and engaging resources 
needed to build student vocabulary for successful reading comprehension. The flexible 
program structure and lesson plans offer teachers choice, enabling them to choose from 
a wide array of activities to meet individual and classroom needs.

Mystery Word of the Week
This introductory activity promotes a 
positive attitude towards vocabulary 
learning. Each day begins by providing
students with a new clue to the mystery
word of the week. At the end of the
week, students will use these clues 
as well as the word learning principle
and vocabulary building strategy to
determine the word.

Vocabulary Words
Includes the Word List for 
the lesson.

Materials Needed
Provides teachers with a quick 
reference to the resources needed for
the lesson.

Model/Teach
Offers a detailed teaching 
plan for each lesson.

Teaching Materials that
are Systematic 

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success
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and Comprehensive

English Language Learners
Provides instructional ideas and activi-
ties to meet the unique needs of English
Language Learners.

Independent Activity
These optional activities enhance the
lesson’s vocabulary building content and
provide re-teaching opportunities of con-
cepts and content.

Think Aloud
Offers teachers the opportunity to explic-
itly model thinking strategies to deter-
mine the meanings of words. Think
Alouds build student skills to independ-
ently learn the words in a lesson as well
as determine the meanings of unfamiliar
words with similar features that they
encounter in the future.



Review and Share
These activities give students the chance
to share the independent work with
words they did.  They also provide an
opportunity to celebrate success.

Teaching Materials that
Provide the Latest Research-

Independent Activities
These activities get students to interact
with and use the words in many different
ways.  They also provide opportunities
for students to move beyond the word list
and become active word learners by
finding other related words.  

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success

“Word learning shouldn’t stop when
students shut the book.  Powerful
Vocabulary for Reading Success
makes students engaged and active
learners who find and master new
words in their reading, listening, and
viewing in the real world.”

Cathy Collins Block, PhD

Answer Key
Includes definitions and answers for 
all activity questions.
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-Based Instructional Strategies

Think Aloud
Modeling is an important part of this pro-
gram.  By showing students your thinking
as you determine the meaning of a word,
you are letting them in on the secret of
how to master vocabulary.

Assessment
An objective test measures 
a student’s grasp of the 
lesson’s content.

Student Self-Assessment
Provides writing practice and 
reinforces the skills learned.



Supplemental Materials that
are Time-Saving 

Flashcards

Reproducible flashcards,
included as blackline 
masters in the Teacher’s
Edition, provide manipulative
practice opportunities, 
helping students develop
automaticity with the 
learning of new words.

Fully
reproducible
flashcards in

every Grade level
Teacher’s

Edition

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success

Flashcards
Word on front with definition 
on the back.
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and Meet Diverse Needs
Graphic Organizers 

Graphic organizers, available as transparencies in the Teacher’s Edition,
offer instant whole-class modeling of key strategies. Free

Transparencies
with every 
Grade level
Teacher’s

Edition



Product Components

Student Workbook
Each grade-level Student Workbook includes 
26 lessons filled with high-interest nonfiction 
and fiction selections and engaging activities. 
Each lesson includes word learning tips, vocabulary-
building strategies, application exercises, assessments,
and follow-up reading and writing activities.

Teacher’s Edition
Each grade-level Teacher’s Edition includes:

� 26 scaffolded lesson plans including a modeling 
segment, think alouds, strategies for English 
Language Learners, suggestions for independent 
student activities, mastery assessment, and 
student self-assessment.

� Reproducible flashcards for structured 
independent practice of every word in the 
program to boost recognition and automaticity.

� 3 Free graphic organizers on transparencies for
instant whole-class modeling of key strategies.

� Concise review of the latest and most significant 
research on vocabulary instruction.

� Complete answer key.

� Ongoing Mystery-Word-of-the Week learning game.

� Glossary of all words and definitions used in the 
grade-level Student Edition.

Flexible Program Makes Implementation Easy

“Direct instruction of vocabulary relevant to a given
text leads to better reading comprehension.

Direct instruction includes:
• providing students with specific word instruction
• teaching students word-learning strategies.”

—National Reading Panel

Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success



Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success

15 Minutes a Day To Hundreds
of New Words a Year!
Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success is the first 
vocabulary program to offer you a systematic, teacher-
directed approach to improving your students’ reading
achievement.  This unique program is:

Research-Based
Developed based on research that is proven effective for 
all students.  Aligns to State Standards and No Child Left
Behind for Vocabulary Development.

Explicit and Comprehensive
An easy-to-manage, complete instructional program that
models effective word learning and gives multiple expo-
sures to hundreds of important words to ensure mastery.

Strategy Based 
Teaches word learning principles and strategies together to
increase vocabulary rapidly and to make vocabulary learn-
ing an on-going, cumulative process.

Test Score Boosting
Gives instruction for hundreds of high-utility, academic 
and content-area words and effective tools for deciphering
hundreds more unknown words all found on state and
national tests. A powerful combination for ensuring higher
test scores.

At just $8.70 per student, Powerful Vocabulary for Reading
Success is designed to help develop successful readers
and raise standards-based test scores in grades 3-6. 

Call 1-800-SCHOLASTIC 
1-800-724-6527 Choose Option 3

for more details.
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Order Form
Powerful Vocabulary for Reading Success

Need Help Ordering?
Please call: Customer Service

1-800-SCHOLASTIC
(1-800-724-6527)
Choose Option 3
8 a.m. — 7 p.m. EST

Or Fax to: 1-800-560-6815

Or Mail to: Scholastic Inc.
P.O. Box 7502
Jefferson City
MO 65102-7502

Payment Method:

� Check or money order enclosed.

Charge my:

� MasterCard � Visa

� American Express � Discover

Credit Card #

Expiration Date 

Signature

� Bill me
Applies only to orders of $25 or more.
School address only. If you are being
billed, please provide the following 
information:

Order Authorized by Title

Signature

Purchase Order #

The Scholastic Guarantee:
Every Scholastic product is uncondition-
ally guaranteed. If for any reason you
are not completely satisfied, contact us
within 30 days, and we will credit your
account, no questions asked.

**By providing your email address, you
are permitting Scholastic Inc. to send
you information via electronic mail.

Best
Value

Best
Value

Best
Value

Best
Value

Title Item# Qty Price Your Price Amount

Grade 3
Student Workbook YLU964045 $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition YLU964047 $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition YLU964044 $101.99 $60.00

Grade 4
Student Workbook YLU964051 $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition YLU964053 $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition YLU964050 $101.99 $60.00

Grade 5
Student Workbook YLU964056 $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition YLU964058 $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition YLU964055 $101.99 $60.00

Grade 6
Student Workbook YLU964061 $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition YLU964063 $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Edition YLU964060 $101.99 $60.00

Subtotal $

Shipping/Handling 9%; $2.25 minimum charge $

Sales Tax (Applicable in AZ, CA, NC, WA) $

Total $



Title Item# Qty Price Your Price Amount

Grade 3
Student Workbook 0-439-64045-8 $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64047-4 $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Ed. 0-439-64044-X $101.99 $60.00

Grade 4
Student Workbook 0-439-64051-8 $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64053-9 $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Ed. 0-439-64050-4 $101.99 $60.00

Grade 5
Student Workbook 0-439-64056-3 $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64058-X $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Ed. 0-439-64055-5 $101.99 $60.00

Grade 6
Student Workbook 0-439-64061-X $8.70 $8.70

Teacher’s Edition 0-439-64063-6 $14.99 $14.99

10 Copies + Teacher’s Ed. 0-439-64060-1 $101.99 $60.00
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