Traits Writing: Conventions Scope and Sequence

Kindergarten

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Punctuation
	period at the end declarative sentence
	97

	Spelling
	“an” spelling pattern; short a
	107

	Capitalization
	capital at the start of a sentence and person’s name
	117

	Spelling
	“at” spelling pattern; short a
	129

	Basic Grammar
	nouns: person, place, thing; using “s” to create plurals
	139

	Spelling
	“it” spelling pattern; short i
	149

	Punctuation
	question marks; questions usually start with who, what, where, when, why, and how. 
	163

	Spelling
	“ig” spelling pattern; short i
	173

	Capitalization
	capitalizing the pronoun “I” and first word in a sentence
	183

	Spelling
	“op” spelling pattern; short o
	197

	Basic Grammar
	pronouns: I and me
	207

	Spelling
	“ot” spelling pattern; short o
	217

	Punctuation
	exclamation points; use them to show excitement or strong feelings
	231

	Spelling
	“ed” spelling pattern; short e
	241

	Capitalization
	capitalizing proper names: people and animals
	251

	Spelling
	“ell” spelling pattern; short e
	265

	Basic Grammar
	verbs
	275

	Spelling
	‘un” spelling pattern; short u
	285


Grade 1

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Spelling
	HF words: the, it, are, they, have 
	79

	Punctuation
	end punctuation (periods, question marks, and exclamation points); contractions/apostrophes
	89

	Spelling
	HF words: I, at, this, was, and 
	99

	Capitalization
	proper names: people, places, months
	115

	Spelling
	HF words: call, long, day, get, come 
	125

	Basic Grammar
	adjectives; conjunctions: “and” and “but”
	135

	Spelling
	HF words: give, came, know, want, good 
	151

	Punctuation
	series commas
	161

	Spelling
	HF words: great, just, most, very, right
	171

	Capitalization
	proper names: book titles, people, days of the week; the pronoun “I”
	187

	Spelling
	HF words: for, with, of, his, to
	197

	Basic Grammar
	singular subject/verb agreement; past tense of regular verbs
	207

	Spelling
	HF words: go, people, down, first, over
	223

	Punctuation
	quotation marks around dialogue
	233

	Spelling
	HF words: many, then, more, long, come 
	243

	Capitalization
	official titles of people (Doctor, Mr., etc.)
	259

	Spelling
	HF words: before, after, take, think, around
	269

	Basic Grammar
	homophones: too/to/two, see/sea, no/know
	279


Grade 2

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Spelling
	HF words: the, are, do, about, could
	79

	Punctuation
	using commas in openings and closings of personal letters 
	89

	Spelling
	HF words: is, have, your, many, been
	99

	Capitalization
	holidays and geographic places
	115

	Spelling
	words: little, hand, house, because, America
	125

	Basic Grammar
	homophones: right/write, its/it’s, your/you’re, wood/would, sew/so, who’s/whose, blue/blew, I/eye, ate/eight
	135

	Spelling
	HF words: was, one, look, first, then
	151

	Punctuation
	Paragraphing/indenting; end punctuation
	161

	Spelling
	HF words: were, like, day, said, over
	171

	Capitalization
	commercial products; Legos, Play-doh
	187

	Spelling
	HF words: live, only, know, world, great
	197

	Basic Grammar
	plural forms, regular and irregular (intro)
	207

	Spelling
	HF words: food, light, eat, plant, grow
	223

	Punctuation
	possessives; using “’s”
	233

	Spelling
	HF words: thought, both, family, example, sometimes
	243

	Capitalization
	titles; capitalizing “important words” only
	259

	Spelling
	HF words: this, from, their, some, people
	269

	Basic Grammar
	singular and plural subject/verb agreement; subject/verb agreement for “I” and “you”
	279


Grade 3

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Grammar and Usage
	punctuating dialogue: quotation marks and commas
	79

	Spelling
	HF words: problem, early, usually, notice, slowly, several

/ur/ sound: germ, first, hurt, perfect, thirsty, turtle
	89

	Capitalization
	names of buildings,  monuments, statues, bridges, and languages
	99

	Spelling
	HF words: wait, circles, clear, thousands, minutes, finally

/ar/ sound: cart, barn, mark

/or/ sound: horse, short, porch
	117

	Grammar and Usage
	pluralizing irregular nouns (mouse/mice, person/people)
	127

	Spelling
	HF words: special, week, inches, heavy, wheels

/ou/ sound: count, growl, down, sprout, bounce, plow 
	137

	Punctuation
	punctuating (and capitalizing) abbreviations for days of the week, months, and people’s titles
	155

	Spelling
	HF words: along, example, always, between, often, important

/oi/ sound: toy, cowboy, point, oil, enjoy, voice
	165

	Grammar and Usage
	pluralizing nouns that end in “y” (family/families, baby/babies)
	175

	Spelling
	HF words: across, friends, figure, travel, certain, ground

/oo/ sound: swoop, shampoo, mood, and look, wood, shook
	193

	Grammar and Usage
	forms of “to be,” present tense and past tense
	203

	Spelling
	HF words: pattern, better, favorite, pour, spilt, something

/ô/ sound: haunt, cause, sauce, straw, dawn, crawl
	213

	Punctuation
	punctuating/paragraphing dialogue
	231

	Spelling
	HF words: person, building, built, decided, though, front

past-tense regular verbs: jumped, opened, walked, and danced, raced, baked 
	241

	Grammar and  Usage
	replacing nouns with pronouns (I, you, she, he, it, and we, you, they)
	251

	Spelling
	HF words: everyone’s, cafeteria, almost, watch, something, thoughtful

-ing words: raining, waiting, helping, and baking, riding, coming
	269

	Grammar and Usage
	apostrophe use in contractions and possessive pronouns (it’s/its, they’re/their)
	279

	Spelling
	HF words: earth, begin, enough, imagine, grateful

un- words: unhappy, untie, unlock 
	289


Grade 4

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Punctuation
	colons; use them to introduce a list, definition, or explanation 
	79

	Spelling
	HF words: should, wait, check, behind, nothing, alone

/ur/ sound: fern, bird, turn, feather, thirsty, purpose
	89

	Capitalization
	capitalizing the first word after a colon
	99

	Spelling
	HF words: fierce, broken, result, bodies, although, instead

/ô/ sound: strawberry, drawing, because, August

/oo/ sound: kangaroo, roommate, smoothly, bookcase, cooked, looking
	117

	Grammar and Usage
	adverbs; modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs 
	127

	Spelling
	HF words: leave, night, possible, everything, certain, familiar

/ou/ sound: frown, powder, bounce, mouthful

/oi/ sound: poison, choice, toys, joyful 
	137

	Grammar and Usage
	prepositions; link a noun or pronoun to another word to show a spatial or temporal relationship
	155

	Spelling
	HF words: housing, written, building, whether, believe, anything

root word changes when suffix added: tries, applies, hopped, jogged, proving, convincing
	165

	Grammar and Usage
	subject-verb agreement; singular subject/singular verb, plural subject/plural verb
	175

	Spelling
	HF words: tightened, grateful, screeched

compound words: someone, rainbow, basketball, everything, sunshine, doghouse
	193

	Grammar and Usage
	verb tense within a sentence (go vs. went, wake vs. woke)
	203

	Spelling
	HF words: female, hatch, once, attach, buried, finally

un- words: undo, unfair, unorganized, unlock, unhappy, unreachable
	213

	Grammar and Usage
	verb tense within a paragraph
	231

	Spelling
	HF words: middle, section, melody, amount, natural, exactly

re- words: remove, recycle, rereading, rebuild, reorder, repainted 
	241

	Grammar and  Usage
	compound subject/verb agreement
	251

	Spelling
	HF words: government, system, ocean, scientist, produce, island

-ly words: brightly, clearly, quietly, friendly, wisely, loudly
	269

	Grammar and Usage
	comparative and superlative adjectives, -er/-est (larger/largest, cleaner/cleanest)
	279

	Spelling
	HF words: finally, brought, figured, machine, force

-ful words: painful, hopeful, beautiful, helpful, careful, wonderful 
	289


Grade 5

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Punctuation
	plural possessives; using “s’” 
	79

	Spelling
	HF words: spread, shoulders, enjoy, process, guess, necessary

/yoo/ sound: argued, cue, hue, rescue, value
	89

	Capitalization
	proper names of people, places, and things; capitalizing words for emphasis
	99

	Spelling
	HF words: tracks, difficult, company, similar, details, we’ll

root word changes when suffix added: spicy, tasty, activity
	117

	Grammar and Usage
	using “’s,” “s’,” and possessive pronouns to show ownership
	127

	Spelling
	HF words: exhibit, museum, actually, various, awesome, experience

/er/ sound: solar, molar, scholar, beggar, dollar, pillar 
	137

	Grammar and Usage
	direct objects; a noun that receives the action of the verb 
	155

	Spelling
	HF words: students, please, practice, information, history, least

ex- words: expel, export, extend, exit, express 
	165

	Grammar and Usage
	complete sentences; definitions of “subject” and “predicate”
	175

	Spelling
	HF words: corner, supply, expect, consider, interesting, dollars

-le words: able, icicle, riddle, title, vehicle
	193

	Grammar and Usage
	comparative and superlative adjectives, -er/-est and more/most (taller/tallest, more rapidly/most rapidly)
	203

	Spelling
	HF words: rather, planet, provides, science, sight, addition

“port” words: portable, transport, porter, export
	213

	Grammar and Usage
	irregular verbs; form changes in the past and past participle
	231

	Spelling
	HF words: president, symbol, design, separate, suppose

-or words: auditor, author, conductor, professor
	241

	Grammar and  Usage
	future tense; using “will” and “will have”
	251

	Spelling
	HF words: serve, trouble, feeling, choose, strange

“dict” words: predict, dictation, contradiction
	269

	Grammar and Usage
	independent clauses and dependent clauses
	279

	Spelling
	HF words: maybe, business, direct, you’re, decimal, received

“spect” words: inspect, suspect, prospect 
	289


Grade 6

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Grammar and Usage
	interjections
	79

	Word Study
	Root: audi
	89

	Grammar and Usage
	compound subjects and compound predicates
	99

	Word Study
	Root: auto
	117

	Grammar and Usage
	predicate adjectives
	127

	Word Study
	Root: dict
	137

	Grammar and Usage
	progressive verbs
	155

	Word Study
	Root: bio
	165

	Grammar and Usage
	subject and object pronouns
	175

	Word Study
	Root: ject
	193

	Grammar and Usage
	homophones
	203

	Word Study
	Root: graph
	213

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular verb forms
	231

	Word Study
	Root: port
	241

	Grammar and  Usage
	direct objects
	251

	Word Study
	Root: hydro
	269

	Grammar and Usage
	verb tenses
	279

	Word Study
	Root: rupt
	289

	Grammar and Usage
	verbs and predicate adjectives
	307

	Word Study
	Root: mob
	317

	Grammar and Usage
	irregular verbs and homophones
	327


Grade 7

	Key Quality
	Concept
	TG page number

	Grammar and Usage
	active and passive voice
	79

	Word Study
	Root: scib/script
	89

	Grammar and Usage
	dependent clauses and prepositional phrases
	99

	Word Study
	Root: meter
	117

	Grammar and Usage
	singular and compound subjects and predicates
	127

	Word Study
	Root: spect
	137

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular verb forms
	155

	Word Study
	Root: ology
	165

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular noun forms
	175

	Word Study
	Root: struct
	193

	Grammar and Usage
	weak verb/adverb pairs
	203

	Word Study
	Root: port
	213

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular adjective forms
	231

	Word Study
	Root: tract
	241

	Grammar and Usage
	pronoun forms
	251

	Word Study
	Root: scope
	269

	Grammar and Usage
	compound subject/predicate agreement
	279

	Word Study
	Root: vis
	289

	Grammar and Usage
	verbs and adverbs
	307

	Word Study
	Root: astr
	317

	Grammar and Usage
	adjectives and pronouns
	327


Grade 8

	Key Quality
	 Concept
	TG page number

	Grammar and Usage
	Active and passive voice
	79

	Word Study
	Root: tele
	89

	Grammar and Usage
	clauses and phrases
	99

	Word Study
	Root: therm
	117

	Grammar and Usage
	singular and compound subjects and predicates
	127

	Word Study
	Root: arch
	137

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular verb forms
	155

	Word Study
	Root: eco
	165

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular noun forms
	175

	Word Study
	Root: urb
	193

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular adverb forms
	203

	Word Study
	Root; anim
	213

	Grammar and Usage
	regular and irregular adjective forms
	231

	Word Study
	Root: geo
	241

	Grammar and Usage
	pronoun forms
	251

	Word Study
	Root: socio
	269

	Grammar and Usage
	possessive pronouns
	279

	Word Study
	Root: polis
	289

	Grammar and Usage
	irregular adjectives; active and passive voice
	307

	Word Study
	Root: loc
	317

	Grammar and Usage
	irregular verbs and adverbs
	327


