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Providing the best In print and digital nonfiction
and instruction, XBOOKS is an engaging ELA program
designed to meet CCSS standards.

with Engaging
Interactive Nonfiction

A supplemental ELA curriculum developed by master teachers Dr. Jeffrey
Wilhelm and Laura Robb, XBOOKS offers 25 original titles (5 in Spanish)
in both eBook and print form, and provides close reading, writing, and
research activities that broaden students’ thinking and build core sKills.

The XBOOKS collection is organized into five topical strands:

Narrative elements combined with detailed
informational texts are designed to engage
and motivate reluctant and enthusiastic
readers alike. XBOOKS will help students
unlock the power and pleasure of reading.

Multimedia content provided on the
XBOOKS website includes:

e Five introductory strand videos

® Book preview videos

e Class blogs

* Quizzes

e |nteractive projects

e X-Challenge interactive games



XBOOKS Master Teachers

Developed by Master Teachers, XBOOKS is a program grounded in a deep understanding of
the needs and interests of middle school students and teachers. With a combined total of
56 years of experience in middle school classrooms, Laura Robb and Jeffrey Wilhelm have
made XBOOKS a relevant and meaningful tool for all learners.

Dr. Jeff Wilhelm taught middle- and high-school
English, reading and language arts for 13
years. He is a professor of English Education
at Boise State University in ldaho and
founding director of the Boise State Writing
Project. Dr. Wilhelm'’s current work focuses on
interpreting and implementing the Common
Core State Standards. Visit jeffreywilhelm.com
to learn more.

Laura Robb is a Master Teacher, consultant
and sought-after speaker. She taught grades
4-8 for 43 years, and currently coaches
grades K-10 teachers in Virginia, Ohio and
New York. The author of many best-selling
books for teachers, Robb has also developed
several classroom libraries for Scholastic.
Learn more about Robb and her work at
[robb.com.




Five Strands of
Increasing Complexity

Teachers and students can choose from five high-interest topical strands that are based in
science, history and social studies. Rich informational texts of increasing complexity build
skills in close reading, comprehension and critical thinking. XBOOKS develops disciplinary
interest and expertise, and provides embedded assistance that helps students meet the
Common Core State Standards.

MEDICAL FORENSICS TOTAL WAR TYRANTS

» More Complex

Lead Books Reader’s Choice Stretch Texts

Each strand is anchored Reader’s Choice books Stretch Texts provide

with a Lead Book. Strand provide further exploration opportunities for students
instruction begins with of the strand topics, as to stretch their reading
teacher-led, whole-class well as opportunities for comprehension with short,

reading of the Lead Book. close reading. complex texts.
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WILD MAN OF
THE WOODS!

Formidable footprints
found! Something
enormous is out there.
It's too big to be human.
It must be a...

IT CAME FROM
THE SWAMP!

Diggers discover dead
body in Denmark! Workers
digging in a Danish bog
uncovered something
shocking. A body!
Investigators on the scene
suspect the body is...

UFO LANDS
IN USA!

Unearthly remains
recovered in Roswell! A
rancher in New Mexico
stumbles on something
strange. It's like nothing
else on Earth. The U.S.
Army says...

LOST CITY SPOTTED
FROM SPACE!

High-tech hunt for hidden
treasure! Thousands of
years ago, a great city
vanished from the
Arabian Peninsula.
Centuries later—and
halfway around the
world—an amateur
archeologist thinks he

knows just how to find it...

MEDICAL

A nasty bite leads to big
trouble. Three-year-old
Schyan Kautzer has a
fever, and her body is
covered with sores.

The only clue to her
illness is a bite from

her pet prairie dog.

FLESH WOUND!

Can doctors discover
what'’s eating Bo
Salisbury alive—

before it's too late? Bo
Salisbury limped off the
soccer field with a nasty
bruise on his ankle. Now
he’s fighting for his life.

BITTEN!

There’s a killer loose in
New York City. Six New
Yorkers are sick with a
mysterious virus that
attacks the brain.
Experts suspect a tiny
culprit: mosquitoes!

WORMS!

It's under their skin. In

. I DNA
Ghana, Africa, a family is 2
in agony. Parasites called D()ESNQT
guinea worms are eating
through their bodies. LIE
While the family gets e
treatment, a health-care
worker hunts for the
source of the worms. Can

he find it—before others
become infected?



age and Motivate

DEAD MEN
FLOATING

Who will put the dead
back to rest? It's the
Great Flood of 1993, and
much of the Midwestern
U.S. is covered with
water. But tiny Hardin,
Missouri, is covered with
something much, much
worse... dead bodies.

TOTAL WAR

the bombs began to fall.
Now she’s preparing for
an even more dangerous
mission: to follow a
platoon of U.S. Marines
as they invade the
war-torn city of Fallujah.

TYRANTS

ICE QUEEN

She was groomed for
greatness. And soon she
was ruling Russia. “The
glory of the country is
my own glory—to raise
the Russian Empire to a
degree of power above
that of other empires of
Asia and Europe.”

— Catherine the Great

CELEBRITY SON
SNATCHED

Charles Lindbergh, Jr.

is America’s most famous
baby. And now he’s
missing. A frantic search
turns up muddy footprints,
a homemade ladder... and
a ransom note. But there’s
no sign of the kid or his
kidnappers.

STICKY EVIDENCE

Was it the perfect crime?
When Bob Moranes
unlocks the door to his
pharmacy, he gasps in
shock. The store is in
ruins—and the cash
register is empty. But
medicine and money
aren't all that's missing
—so0 are the burglar’s
fingerprints!

DNA DOESN'T LIE

Can spit and sweat free
an innocent man from
prison? Stephan Cowans
was accused of shooting
a police officer. Did the
evidence add up? The
jury thought so. Now
Cowans is in jail—and
on a mission to prove
his innocence.

THREE DAYS IN
VIETNAM

They call it Hamburger
Hill. That's because it
grinds soldiers up like
meat in a grinder.

All the soldiers look
out for each other.

But when they’re
ambushed, only one
man can save them.

ATTACK ON
PEARL HARBOR

The U.S. fleet is under
attack! Mess Attendant
Dorie Miller wasn't
trained for combat.

But as Japanese fighter
planes fire at his ship,
how will Miller and others
in the U.S. Navy manage
to defend themselves?

PICKETT'S CHARGE
AT GETTYSBURG

It is General Robert E.
Lee’s last chance. Union
and Confederate armies
are in fierce combat.
After two days of fighting,
the Confederate troops
are in tatters. Desperate
for victory, Lee makes a
shocking decision.

CONQUISTADOR

He and his 200 soldiers
lusted for gold. And not
even 100,000 mighty
Inca warriors could stop
them. “When in ancient
or modern times has so
great an enterprise been
undertaken by so few
against so many... ?”

— Spanish soldier

NAPOLEON
COMPLEX

His goal was simple:
To dominate France—
and conquer the world!
“| wanted to rule the
world. And in order

to do this | needed
unlimited power.”

— Napoleon Bonaparte

THE CHAIRMAN

He promised China

a “great leap forward.”
Instead his people
died by the millions.
“It is better to let half
the people die so that
the other half can eat
their fill.”

— Mao Zedong



XBOOKS Helps Students Unlock the
Power and Pleasure of Reading

XBOOKS uses online and print components in an integrated,
interactive program that builds students’ proficiency in reading,
writing, and thinking critically about informational text.

Strands and Lead Books

Five high-interest, science and social studies
themed strands. Each strand is anchored with
a lead book in both print and ebook formats
including Spanish translations (ebook only).
(5 books, 30 copies each)

Reader’s Choice Books

Used for independent or small-group
reading, Reader’s Choice Books provide
further exploration of strand topics and
are in print and ebook formats.

(15 books, 10 copies each)

Strand Book Folder

This folder contains all of the strand
specific materials for teachers.
(5 folders, one per strand)

e Lead Book Teaching Card: Provides a plan
to teach the Lead Book and the Reader’s
Guide pages.

e Reader’s Choice Teacher Resource Card:
Provides teachers with tools needed to
help students read independently or in
small groups.

e Strand Resource Guides: Provide
routines and information for teaching
and assessing the Stretch Texts.

Program Guide

A walk-thru that provides support,
including instructional routines and
pacing suggestions.




Online Components

Stretch Texts

Provide exposure to a variety of

informational text types and opportunities
for students to extend their knowledge and
reading comprehension. (25 Stretch Texts)

Reader’s Guide Pages

Provide students with a place to write as

they preview the text, begin a Concept Map,
cite text evidence for specific questions, and
respond in writing to “The Question” posed at
the end of each Preview. (75 guides, 3 per title)

fill
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Online and Printable vhf

Assessment Quizzes

Are provided for each book. Students

may take the second quiz after passing
the first. Quizzes are scored automatically.
(50 quizzes, 2 per title)

Videos

e Strand Intro Videos: Introduces
ideas and books within the strand.

* Book Preview Videos: Introduces and
builds anticipation for what will follow.

Projects

Each strand includes four categories
of projects.

e Quick Search

e Explore: More extensive research

e Go Deep: In-depth research on a topic

e Your Own Inquiry: Students design
their own research projects

\ -4

X-Challenge

A quiz-show-style activity that tests
students’ knowledge of the strand.

Implementation Guide

Detailed information about navigation
and use of the software.

XBOOKS Reports

Generates reports on student achievement
in a variety of areas including reports by
student, by class, and by strand.



Using XBOOKS in the
Classroom: How It Works

The instructional routine for each strand follows the steps shown

below and can be customized to meet the needs of your classroom.

Introduce the Strand

Show the Intro Video and engage
the class in a discussion of the
Essential Question.

Teach the
Lead Book

Use the website and
Lead Book Teaching
Card to teach the Lead
Book. Distribute the
Reader’s Guide pages. After 4
reading, direct students to °
complete the online Quiz °
for the Lead Book. ..

Introduce the
Lead Book

Show the preview video.
Engage the class in a
discussion of the Big
Idea using the Lead Book
Teaching Card.



Teach Stretch
Texts 1 & 2

Teach Stretch Text 1, related to the
strand theme, and Stretch Text 2,
related to the Lead Book. Have
students do the accompanying
Comprehension Checks.

Introduce Reader’s
Choice Books

Invite students to read one or more Reader’s
Choice Books independently or in small
groups. Have students watch preview videos
to help decide which book to choose.

Use Class Chat

Encourage students to respond to
prompts in Class Chat. This will get
students thinking and writing about
larger themes related to what they have
read. Sample prompts are provided.

|¢evoxe 0
Mmoo +

Wrap Up the Strand

Wrap up the strand with
Projects and the X-Challenge.



Teaching the Lead Book

The Lead Book Teaching Cards are thoughtful, easy-to-implement plans for teaching the
Lead Books. They offer support for teachers and students as they explore the books.

Preview e Engage e Predict
provides activities and
discussion questions to help
students prepare to read and
understand the Lead Book. ——e

Concept Maps reinforce
students’ learning and
highlights vocabulary and
background information.

The Preview Video introduces

students to the Lead Book. Cite Evidence tasks engage °
students in discussion
and require them to
locate evidence.

Active Reading * Session 1 Chapters 1 & 2 Active Reading * Session 2 Chapter 3

Engage e Discuss ¢ Cite Evidence Engage e Discuss ¢ Cite Evidence

Engage Engage

from the chart
1

on chart paper
0-17 18-25and DMORT team on Pop-Up Vocabulary

on Ppap sk o
ot it appened  th cmeery drin e flood sy 10

fier the quest After the quest

Discuss/Cite Evidence

Cite Evidence

o cite evidence from the tex to support their responses.
burial vaults,

when she writes, “The dead | swept away.

Build Concepts and Acquire Vocabulary

» ve |-
+ About half of the 1,576 graves in the cemetery their a phrases. B Words in Context
B ] U i needed. Finally,
e i e foih completed concept maps tenz

postmortem Say: e that posmortem means “fe death” Posimortm rofis telp—
. ’ . i eth, 0 the word s the oncpt
Build Concepts and Acquire y @  Build Concepts and Acquire
o theirc maps. 1 ncded,us the
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i Say: Funeral di for funerals, which
are part of some peoples burial ries,

below. Th the other

eople wanted the remains laid to rest once more, whicl

o et el ol st Return to Predictions

their Reader's
they were correct, Then ask students to tell i they found information about the three things
that they listed as their interests.

i p. 24, plus steps 1-3 on page
text.

ARGUMENT QU I

Model Close Reading Read the first paragraph under “Home Wrecker” on p. 12. Then do a
(0 unpack from a text.

Think Alouds

age, of the fo

ariin c damage hat the government
o o Have stud teps 4-6 of By

Apply Close Reading » I jpthe Dead” Detecti kstud ke an inference about what they read and use context .

onp. 16, Ask ident a detal Distrib d

quote, “People are just heartsick” their close reading of the text.

The teacher models the Close Words to Discuss expand Argument Writing requires
Reading for the class then students’ academic and students to develop and
students apply the strategies. content vocabulary. defend responses.



In Depth exposes students to
a rich variety of informational
text types.

View/Share/Discuss and Assign
provides discussion suggestions
and ideas.

Projects deepen and extend

strand topics and concepts.

(20 projects, 4 per strand)

XBOOKS offers multiple

opportunities for formal
and informal Assessment.

After wrapping up the Lead
Book, teachers assign the
related Stretch Texts.

Meets Common Core State Standards

1
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Teaching Reader’s
Choice Books

The Reader’s Choice Teacher Resource Cards give teachers
support as students read independently or in small groups.

A Preview Video introduces students to each book,
builds anticipation and excitement to help them
comprehend the text, and poses The Question: an
inquiry to frame students’ thinking as they read.

Reader’s Choice At-A-Glance helps
teachers follow the process of Chapter-by-chapter
teaching a Reader’s Choice Book. Book Summary.

Content Vocabulary supports
teachers in guiding students
to acquire and record
concept vocabulary.

ELL support is provided. —— L ¢

Class Chat offers opportunities

for students to write informally
about content and ideas.

Stretch Text to expand on topics ——e
and content.




Teaching the Stretch Texts
& Text Complexity

XBOOKS Stretch Texts include articles, speeches, interviews, letters, guides,
and other important informational text types. Each Stretch Text is linked to the
theme of the particular strand, the Lead Book, or a Reader’s Choice Book.

Preview the Text First Reading—Getting the Gist
®
)
Assessing Understanding Second Reading—Close Reading Think Alouds help students

provides Text-Dependent with text-based questions
Questions and a Writing Task. and provide models of

close-reading strategies.

Meets Common Core State Standards

13
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The Text Complexity Criteria

XBOOKS exposes students to a wide range of complex, quality texts, while
providing them the scaffolding they need to access, comprehend, and
respond to what they read.

The Common Core State Standards define a three-part model for
determining text complexity, shown below.

COMPLEXITY INDEX

Quantitative: Lexile 820
Qualitative: QM Moderate 1

e———— (Quantitative Measure The quantitative measure
takes into account concrete factors such as

word length, word frequency, sentence length,
sentence complexity, and vocabulary difficulty.

ggﬁ::}g}’& Criteria 1 2 3 4 5 XBOO‘KS.uses Lexile® measures as its
quantitative measure of complexity.
Meaning/Purpose o o o
e——— (Qualitative Measure The qualitative measure
Language P assesses the complexity of meaning gnd
purpose, text structure and organization,
language conventionality and clarity, and prior
Structure @ knowledge demands placed upon the reader.
Knowledge ® XBOOKS uses a Qualitative Measure (QM)
) rubric to assign a score to these measures.
LD AN These scores are then used to assign the
Reader & Task e Overall QM rating.
* Engaging for students interested in their own roots —— Reader and Task This measure considers
e Many students will have some familiarity with variable elements such as a reader’s level of

motivation, his or her prior experience with

) _ _ . a topic, and the complexity of the tasks and
e Text is designed to promote in-depth analysis questions asked of the reader.

and discussion.

Barack Obama.

Qualitative Measure (QM) Rating

Simple, Mostly linear ~ May have Likely to have Main purpose may
cleartext,  with clear more thanone  multiple meanings  be implicit and
accessible  meaning meaning and and may use so- require synthesis;
language some figurative ~ phisticated syntax  may require
language and language background
knowledge

Text Complexity Scale of XBOOKS

Component Quantitative Qualitative
Lead Books Lexile: 710-900 QM: Moderate 1-Complex 1

Reader’s Choice Books Lexile: 630-870  QM: Moderate 1-Complex 2

Stretch Texts Lexile: 820-1250 QM: Moderate 1-Complex 2



XBOOKS and the Common
Core State Standards

Specifically designed with the Common Core State Standards
in mind, XBOOKS promotes readiness for college, career, and
life by helping students develop a broad range of reading,
thinking, and research skills.

e Students will demonstrate independence
in both reading and writing beginning with
scaffolded support during the teacher-led Lead
Book readings and progressing to increasingly
independent reading of Reader’s Choice titles
and complex Stretch Texts.

e Students will respond to varying demands
of audience, task, purpose, and discipline
through XBOOKS'’s high-quality text-dependent
questions, tasks, and research projects.

e Students will comprehend as well as critique,
with frequent opportunities to analyze and
discuss texts in peer groups and as a class.

e Students will value evidence by citing
specific references to XBOOKS texts and
other sources in their text analysis
and research.

¢ Find full alignments to the Common
Core at www.scholastic.com/xhooks.




Online Tools for Teaching
and Managing Lessons

The teacher website provides easy, centralized access to multimedia strand
content, interactive features, resources and tools for teaching, tracking student’s

progress with Reporting, and managing strand lessons and students’ work.

o Intro Video: Presents an overview

of the material covered in a strand.

Lead Book: Links to the Lead Book
and related features, such as the
Preview Video and Quizzes.

Strand Books: Links to the Reader’s
Choice Books.

Stretch Texts: Access Stretch Texts
and related Comprehension Checks.
Display Stretch Texts on the interactive
whiteboard, print them, or send
them to students’ digital lockers.

For Teachers

(5]
(6]
o
o

O 000D O

Projects Jumps to four project
ideas per strand, each at a
different level of difficulty.

X-Challenge: A whole-class activity
that tests students’ strand
knowledge.

Settings: Manage settings for
students, classes, strands,
and class chat.

Shortcuts: Jump to any part of
the site, and also access printable
Reader’s Guides.

o
[10)

11
12

The XBOOKS strand homepage provides access to site-wide navigation

Class Chat: Access online forums
where teachers post prompts
for students to discuss.

Vault: Monitor student work,
write messages to students, view
notepads, access Reporting to
track student progress and more.

Take Notes: Take notes and
store notes on strand notepads.

Experts: Links to additional
information and professional
development.




For Students, Learning
Is Interactive and Soclal

A user-friendly student website provides an online locker for storage,
helpful tools, and easy access to multimedia content and interactive
features such as Class Chat and Quizzes.

0 06 0 O

The XBOOKS student homepage makes the site accessible and fun

0 Intro Video: Students can access o Class Chat: Respond to o Shortcuts: Provides easy access
the Intro Videos from here. teacher posts and engage to books and book preview

e Strand Books: Access any book with classmates. videos across the site.
in the strand, as well as related e Projects Leads to four project e Locker: An online storage area
features such as the Preview ideas per strand, each at a for students’ work.

Video and Quizzes. different level of difficulty. e Take Notes: Students can take
e Quizzes: Access all the quizzes e My Stats: Students can get and save notes from any part of

in the strand from here. at-a-glance information about the website.
their progress in XBOOKS.




eBooks Provide Rich Multimedia
Content and Interactivity

The eBook versions of XBOOKS are embedded with vocabulary
popup words and exciting multimedia content that includes
video and audio clips, slide shows, animations and interactive
activities that inspire continued inquiry, reading and writing.

Links and Reading Tools make XBOOKS easy to navigate

a Table of Contents: Link to the table e Highlighter: Highlight important 0 Search: Search for a term or phrase,
of contents, where you can jump portions of the text in one of then jump to any of those places
to chapters and sidebars. three colors. in the text.
e Words to Know: Find pronunciations, e Notes: Take a note and place an icon @ Vocabulary Popup Words: Five
parts of speech and definitions for on the part of the page it relates to. academic or content-area words in
key vocabulary words. o BT kAl before each book are blue and underlined.
e Click-and-Drag Zoom: Highlight a leaving and return to it the next Q Explorations: Link to embedded
portion of the text to enlarge it. time you open the book. slide shows, interactive activities
e Zoom In/Zoom Out: Zoom in or out O Read Aloud: Hear text aloud at e P Sess
on the screen by 20% increments. two different speeds. @ Page Turn: Enter a page to jump to

it, or use the arrows to turn the page.



From the XFiles:
Supplemental content
adds depth and context

At the end of every XBOOK readers will find the Xfiles, additional
content with rich features such as illustrated time lines,
interviews with field experts, and glossaries. This supplemental
content provides deeper context and builds knowledge.
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Implementing XBOOKS

XBOOKS is designed to support your core ELA curriculum
and the critical skills required by the CCSS. Pacing and
implementation will depend on whether you devote two,
three, or five days a week to teaching XBOOKS.

XBOOKS can also be offered as an in-depth experience
with informational texts, either as a whole-year curriculum
(five weeks per strand) or at the beginning and/or end of
each semester.

With 20-minute sessions five times per week, or 30- to
35-minute sessions three times per week, each book will
take about two weeks.

Other alternatives include:

e |ntensive Units: For an in-depth focus on informational
text, XBOOKS can be taught in 60-minute instructional
blocks at the beginning or end of each marking period
for 2-3 weeks per book.

e Supplemental Support for Struggling Readers:
Engaging, interactive website features, audio support
and thorough instructional support make this program
accessible as supplemental support for struggling
readers and intervention classes.

e After School or Summer School: Engaging, interactive
online content make XBOOKS an exciting option for
after-school or summer-school programs.

Learn more about XBOOKS:
Explore the program’s interactive features and read
a sample e-book at www.scholastic.com/xbooks.

To order XBOOKS, call 800-724-6527 or use the
form on the opposite page.

XBOOKS was carefully developed to
motivate and capture the attention of
both sixth and seventh grade students.
However, the program can easily extend
to both fifth grade and eighth grade.
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Order Form

SHIP TO:

NAME EMAIL ADDRESS* Place Your Order

SCHOOL

SCHOOL ADDRESS scholastic.com/teacherstore
keyword: xbooks

TITLE GRADE(S) TEACHING SINCE

1-800-SCHOLASTIC

*By providing your email address, you are permitting Scholastic Inc. to send you information via electronic mail.

BILL TO (If Different):

1-800-560-6815

NAME TELEPHONE

ADDRESS

Send to: Scholastic Inc.
cITY STATE ZIP CODE 2315 Dean St., Ste. 600
St. Charles, IL 60175

REGULAR YOUR

ITEM # TITLE Qry. AMOUNT
PRICE PRICE
Payment Method
BII548536 | XBOOKS, includes: $1.706-65 |$1,280.00 P R ———
Print Books y

® 300 print books: 30 copies of
each Lead Book; 10 copies of

each Reader’s Choice Book O MasterCard O VIsA

Teaching Materials

e Folder for each strand featuring
teaching cards for the Lead Book CREDIT CARD #
and Reader’s Choice Books

e Stretch Texts

Digital

e Classroom license with full access

[ charge my:

[ Discover [ American Express

EXPIRATION DATE

to digital product (30 seats)* SIGNATURE
*Provides one year access (after one year, renewal is $10.00 SUBTOTAL OBill me
per seat) (Applies only to orders of $25 or more. School
** State law requires that sales tax be added to your order unless o oD address only.) If you are being billed, please
we have a sales tax exemption certificate on file. If tax has been 2 7 ———- provide the following information:
added to your order and you are exempt from sales tax, please S D
fax your sales tax exemption certificate to: Scholastic Inc.
1-800-560-6815 or mail to Scholastic Inc. 2931 E. McCarty St., **SALES TAX
Jefferson City, MO 65101. ORDER AUTHORIZED BY TITLE
TOTAL SIGNATURE
The Scholastic Guarantee: PURCHASE ORDER #

Every Scholastic product is unconditionally guaranteed. If for any reason you are not completely

satisfied, contact us within 30 days, and we will credit your account, no questions asked. Unless otherwise noted on your purchase order,

Scholastic’s terms are FOB shipping point.

For more Information, www.scholastic.com/xhooks

1-800-SCHOLASTIC (1-800-724-6527) Choose Option-3
Fax: 1-800-560-6815
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