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Grolier Online Demo

· To access Grolier Online go to go.grolier.com and enter the monthly username/password set.

· The path below is a suggested way to demo Grolier Online.  Feel free to customize this presentation to your preferred order and search terms.  Before you present Grolier Online to customers, you will want to spend a good deal of time interacting with Grolier Online to familiarize yourself with the program’s MANY features.

· A note of caution, it’s best to “steer” your presentation as much as possible with search terms you know will net the results that best illustrate Grolier Online’s features.  In other words, don’t encourage customers to suggest search terms! 

1. Welcome to Grolier Online, the most trusted first stop in learning and research at school, in the library, or at home. Grolier Online is a comprehensive collection of nonfiction content and learning resources to support your public library patrons (students in grades 2 and above, as well as adults) in acquiring knowledge and information. 
2. Grolier Online is presented in two different learning environments to help differentiate the learning experience and highlight information that is most age-appropriate.
3. You are currently logged into Grolier Online Passport, the learning environment that offers students in grades 6 and above, as well as adults, access to in-depth content, research tools, and extensive links that satisfy the most challenging learning needs.
4. In the upper right hand corner, click on the Grolier Online Kids icon to show customers this learning environment, which customizes content for students in grades 2-5 , as well as English Language Learners,
a. Note, customers can select Kids or Passport as the default screen that patrons will see upon logging in to the program.  

5. Click back into Passport.

6. On the left hand side point out all of the eight curriculum-aligned databases, which encourage in-depth study in science, social studies, geography, the arts, government, and more. These databases offer access to trusted information across subjects and reading levels.
The New Book of Knowledge
Fun, easy-to-use, general reference resource helps students gain access to a wide range of topics
For Elementary School and Beyond, also good for English Language Learners
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia

Quick access to reference articles and media resources for a visually rich research experience 
For Middle School and Beyond

Encyclopedia Americana

Gold standard in comprehensive online reference for school, academic, and public libraries

For Middle School and Beyond, also good for Adults

La Nueva Enciclopedia Cumbre 

Comprehensive research tool for Spanish speakers and beginning/ intermediate students of Spanish
For Middle School and Beyond, also good for Adults 

Amazing Animals of the World

A virtual trip to the zoo, with engaging and interactive information on over 1,200 animals
For Elementary School and Beyond

The New Book of Popular Science

Latest in-depth science, health and technology research reference and news

For Middle School and Beyond
America the Beautiful

Fact-filled, interest-driven research tool for information on the states, noted Americans, and U.S. history

For Elementary School and Beyond

Lands and Peoples

Up-to-date information on countries, cultures, and current events

For Middle School and Beyond
7. Grolier Online is an incredible repository of nonfiction content and over 117,000 Grolier Online articles are leveled according to the Lexile Framework to help match young researchers to the appropriate text.  I’m not going to spend much time on the unique and interactive features of each database because there is so much I want to cover today, but I’m going to show you a “Find It Fast!” search on the solar system so that you can see how important it is that all of the articles are leveled – this will ensure that all of your patrons can use Grolier Online to conduct research.  (Type “solar system” into Find It Fast! space.)

8. This is the search results page.  Point out the tabs across the top: Encyclopedia Articles, Websites, Media, News Feature Stories, and Magazines.  Click on each one to show how much content is available to patrons on each subject.  All of these assets will encourage patrons to conduct deep, meaningful research on a topic – young researchers will also develop skill with accessing information from a variety of sources (encyclopedia articles, web sites, periodicals, etc.).   
9. Now click back to Encyclopedia Articles.  First click on The New Book of Knowledge (NBK) article (3rd one down).
a. Notice the simple, short sentences for our youngest readers, English Language Learners, or striving readers. You might read the first sentence aloud to illustrate the simple, short sentences.
b. NBK also provides links to additional articles, related news stories, and project and experiments to extend learning.

10. On the browser click on the back arrow to get back to the search results screen to Encyclopedia Articles.  Now select the Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia (GME) article. 

a. Notice the article has gotten a bit more complex for those patrons reading on a middle school level.

b. Point out the hyperlinks to additional articles within GME as well as multimedia assets and tables to extend learning.

c. On top of the article, on the right hand side, click on web links.    Grolier Online Educators and Editors have pre-screened and maintained over 300,000 web links that are age appropriate and academically relevant.   Point out that most of the web links are .edu, .org, .gov and very few are .com.   Click on a web link and show how the web link opens up within the Grolier Online frame, creating a safe secure environment.

11. On the browser click on the back arrow to get back to the search results screen to Encyclopedia Articles.  Now select the Encyclopedia Americana (EA) article.

a. Notice how comprehensive this article is for the most advanced student or adult.

b. If your public library customer is in a Lexile state, point out Lexile box on the upper orange bar. This feature is available for all articles (except those in Cumbre). 
c. Point out bibliographic citations at the end of the article. Again, this feature is available for all articles.  This helps to model important research and information literacy skills. 
d. On the right hand side of the article, select periodicals.   GO provides “age appropriate and academically relevant” full-text magazine articles with abstracts from over 1,200 magazines in partnership with Ebsco Publishing.  Point out the currency of the magazine article, the abstract and full text.  The magazine articles allow for up to date information and different perspectives.
12. Click on Passport icon to return home.  Based on time, either give a brief overview of other 5 databases (see below) or skip to features (# 13).  You can go through these databases in any order; group Amazing Animals of the World and The New Book of Popular Science together and America the Beautiful and Lands and Peoples together to show bundles for science and social studies.  Focus on La Nueva Enciclopedia Cumbre if you are presenting Grolier Online to a community with a large Spanish-language population. 
On the left hand side of the screen you will find all of the databases (learning and knowledge resource) icons:

a. Click on La Nueva Enciclopedia Cumbre.

i. This is a general knowledge database written entirely in Spanish from the Latin American perspective.  There are two resources in one:  Cumbre the Spanish language resource for native or advanced Spanish speakers and Aula de Espanol, the Spanish classroom for students and adults learning Spanish.
ii. English Language Learners can conduct research entirely in their native language so they can participate in the same class projects.

iii. Click on Aula de Espanol, which is great for patrons who are learning Spanish.

1. Click on Vocabulario to show how patrons can use Grolier Online as a resource to practice vocabulary words.  Patrons can even hear these words pronounced aloud. 
iv. Click Passport home button to return to home page.

b. Click on Amazing Animals of the World.  
i. This database is designed for students in grades 2 and above, and it’s an incredible look at animals – from their habitat to what they eat. 
ii. Do a search on panda.  Click on giant panda article.  Point out the Lexile level that is located on the upper orange ban. Also point out mammal and forest/mountain icons – great visual cues to help students conduct research.

iii. Click Passport home button to return to home page.

c. Click on The New Book of Popular Science. 
i. Show off Projects, which is a great resource to support hands-on learning.

ii. Also go to SciZone to show how Grolier Online makes learning fun and engaging. Games extend learning on important and relevant topics.  
iii. Click Passport home button to return to home page.

d. Click on America the Beautiful

i. Click on your state to show all of the information available. 

ii. Click Passport home button to return to home page.

e. Click on Lands and Peoples.

i. Click on Almanac to show this incredible repository of information.

ii. Then click on Culture Cross – compare any two countries to demonstrate how Grolier Online presents information in an engaging way to encourage learning and exploration.
iii. Click Passport home button to return to home page.

13. Back on the home page in Passport walk through all of the features that are included with Grolier Online by clicking on each feature. 

a. Multimedia-Rich Feature Showcase builds background knowledge and offers an interactive learning experience. 

b. Today Is presents information on what happened on this day in history – young researchers will love looking up their birthday, friends’ birthdays – a compelling way to present U.S. and world history to patrons. 
c. NewsNow provides age-appropriate current events articles and feature stories on topics of high-interest.  NewsNow keeps learning relevant and timely.  
d. International News Desk provides over 70,000 news capsules from around the world and World Newspapers offers links to hundreds of online newspapers from over 200 countries to add a global perspective to research. 

i. Grolier Online includes links to newspapers both in the country’s native language and if available in English.  (Click on any country to show an example.)  This is an incredible feature for any community!
e. Interactive Atlas is located in the upper right hand corner.   The Atlas extends learning and brings research to life.   

i. In the upper right hand corner find the Atlas icon. From the world map click on Europe, then France, then Paris, then the Eiffel Tower.  Photos of key landmarks are available in major cities. 
f. Dictionary and Thesaurus is located in the upper right hand corner of Passport frame.  The dictionaries and thesauri support all patrons and even includes a Spanish to English and English to Spanish dictionary.  Students can also use The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language to hear an audio pronunciation of the word they are looking up.  (Once you are more comfortable with Grolier Online, when you are in an encyclopedia article, try highlighting a word, double clicking it, and then selecting the dictionary box in the upper frame.   The dictionary knows what resource you are in and pulls the definition from the appropriate dictionary.) 
g. Time permitting click back to Kids to show how these features are customized/age-appropriate for younger children.
14. Click on For Educators at the bottom of the Passport homepage; Grolier Online includes extensive resources to support librarians. Specifically, tools to promote Grolier Online within your library and community are located here.
15. As you can see Grolier Online is an incredible collection of resources to support every member of your community; it is the perfect tool for research, learning, homework help, project starters, connecting patrons to the world around them, and much more.

a. I know we went through so many features today so I’m going to leave you with a with username/password so you can Grolier Online for one month to interact with the program on your own and discover other features that will excite your patrons.

