What is a MARC Record?


S

agebrush Library Services continues to lead in library automation by supporting all popular MARC record formats, library automation systems, and electronic media.

What is a MARC record?  A MARC record is a MAchine-Readable Cataloging record.  A MARC record is the electronic format of the traditional catalog card and is received by the librarian on a disk, CD-Rom, or via FTP.  All data is available for an IBM or a Macintosh platform.  The information contained on the disk is downloaded into a library’s automation system.  Almost 95% of the K-12 libraries in the United States receive their cataloging data in the electronic MARC format.

The most common automation systems in the K-12 market are Accent, Athena, Spectrum, Alexandria, Follett, Sirsi, and Dynix.  Dynix uses the 949 MARC fields for storing local information.  Sagebrush Library Services has worked extensively with these automation providers to ensure that we are providing data that meet their software specification.


Library automation vendors use one of three MARC record formats for storing the cataloging data.  

· 1987 MicroLIF Protocol – 900 Holdings (File name: IBM.FIL)

· USMARC Communications – 852/949 Holdings (File name: MARC.001)

· 1991 MicroLIF Protocol – 852 Holdings (File name: Microlif.001)

Each format is quite different and is read by a computer in different ways based on the automation system being used in the library.  A library typically uses only one format.  It is critically important the librarian chooses the correct format when ordering cataloging records.  If a librarian is unsure of their format, they should look on a previous disk from Sagebrush Library Services or contact their software provider to confirm the format.  
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LDR01059nam  2200457 a 4500^

001CCE98134092^

003Sagebrush Library Services^

00520020930130955.0^

008981002s1998    nyua   c      000 1 eng d^

010  _a   97039059 /AC^

020  _a0590353403^

020  _a059035342X (pbk.)^

040  _aDLC_cDLC_dKToSCC^

05000_aPZ7.R79835_bHar 1998^

08200_aFic_221^

1001 _aRowling, J. K.^

24510_aHarry Potter and the sorcerer's stone /_cby J.K. Rowling ; ill. by Mary Grandpre.^

260  _aNew York :_bScholastic,_c1998.^

300  _avi, 309 p. :_bill. ;_c24 cm.^

5212 _a3-7.^

5210 _a4.^

5218 _a880_bLexile^

5260 _aAccelerated Reader AR_bMG_c5.5_d12.0_z26759^

5260 _aReading Counts!_b880_c5.3_d16_zQ13011^

520  _aRescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his worth while attending Hogwarts School for Wizards and Witches.^

5103 _aSLJBB^

5103 _aPW^

5103 _aA^

5103 _aK^

5103 _aNYT^

5103 _aBKEC^

5103 _aNot^

5103 _aAR^

5103 _aRC^

5103 _aYA^

650 7_aWitches_xFiction._2sears^

650 7_aSchool stories._2sears^

651 7_aEngland_xFiction._2sears^

650 7_aFantasy fiction._2sears^
7001 _aGrandpre, Mary,_eill.^

900  _aFic Row^

901  _a3238500016700Z^

903  _aP24.95usd^`
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